
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 2

To be completed only by Local Gouncils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other smaller
authorities* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was 825,000 or less,
that meet the qualifying criteria, and that wish to CERTIFY themselves as EXEMPT from
a limited assurance review

Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return 2025/26

1 . Every smaller authoriiy in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was 125,000 or
less must, afler the end of each financial year, complete Form 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return in accordance with Proper Practices, unless the authority:

ur does not meet the qualifying criteria for exemption; or

or does not wish to certify itself as exempt

2. Smaller authorities where the higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not exceed
E2,,OAO and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able to declare
themselves exempt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return to the
external auditor for a limited assurance review provided the authority completes:
a) The Certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor either by email or by
post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026 Failure to do so will result in reminder letter(s) for which the
Authority will be charged f40 +VAT for each letter; and
b) The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Form 2) which is made up of:
c) Annual Internal Audit Report (page 4) must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
d) Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement (page 5) must be completed and approved by the authority.
e) Section 2 - Accounting Statements (page 6) must be completed and approved by the authority. NOTE:
Authorities certifying themselves as exempt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual Governance
and Accountahility Return to the external auditor.

3. The authority must approve Section I Annual Governance Statement before approving Section 2 Accounting
Statements and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage before 1 July 2026

Publication Requirements
Smaller authorities musl publish various documents on a publicly available website as required by the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and the
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. These include:

. Certificate of Exemption, page 3

. Annual Internal Audit Report 2025126, page 4

. Section'f -Annual Governance Statement 2025126, page 5

. Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025126, page 6

. Analysis of variances

. Bank reconciliation

. Notice of the pedod for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 1 5 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Limited Assurance Review
Any smaller authority may request a limited assurance review. lf so, the authority should not certify itself
as exempt or complete the Certificate of Exemption. lnstead it should complete Form 3 of the AGAR
2A25126 and return it to the external auditor together with the supporting documentation requested by
the eternal auditor. The cost to the authority for the review will be f210 +VAT.

Provided that the authority certifies itself as exempt, and completes and publishes the documents listed
under 'Publication Requirements', there is no requirement for the authority to have a review.

'for a camplete ljst of badies thai may be smaller autharities refer to schedule 2 ta the Lacal Audit and Accountability Act 2014
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The Annual Governance and Accourtability Return constrtutes the annual 'eturn reterred to rr {l'e Accounts and A'rdt Regulatrons 2015.
Throughout, the words external auditor' have the same meaning as the wo.ds local auditor' in tl,e Accounts and Audii Regulations 2015.



Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025126, Sections 1and2
. An authority that wishes to declare itself exempt from the requirement for a limited assurance review must do

so at a meeting of the authority after 31 lt/arch 2026. lt should not submit itsAnnual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor. However, as part of a more proportionate regime, the authority
must comply with the requirements of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.

. The Certificate of Exemption must be returned to the external auditor no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder
letters will incur a charge of €40 +VAT for each letter.

. The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and the
Certificate of Exemption. Proper Practices are found in lhe Practitioners' Gulde. which is updated from
time to time and contains everything needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end.

. The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternalAudit Report before approving theAnnual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

. The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented
to the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

. The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days
for inspection (this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the firsl 10 working days of
July.

. Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

. Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it is signed off.

. You must inform your extemal auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

. The authority must publish numerical and narrative explanations for significant variances in the accounting
statements on page 6. Guidance is provided in the Practitioners' Gulde* which may assist.

. Make sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 o'f 2026)

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights for a single period of 30 working days for inspection ( this excludes weekends and
public Holidays) which must include the first ten working days of July.

. The authority must publish, on the authority website/webpage, the information required by Regulation 1 5 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Have all highlighted boxes been completed? IJAll sections

lnternalAudit Report Haveallhighlighted boxesbeencompleted bytheintemalauditorand explanalionsprovided?

Section 1 For any statementtowhich the response is'no', is an explanation available for publication? L/
Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before
presentation to lhe authority for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been contirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required? tJ.
Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 8? | ../

Section 2

ls an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 available, should
a question be raised by a local elector and/or an interested party?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? (Local Councils only)
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Completion cheeklist - 'No answers mean you may not have met requirements Yes No

Have the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights been published?

can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or lrom www.ada,org-uk



Total annual gross expendlture for lhe authorily 2025126

Certificate of Exernption - AGAR 2025126 Form 2

To be completed Lry smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed t25,000 in the year of account ended 31 \llarch 2026 and that
wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section I of
the Locai Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance revieJr' or to submit an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authorify has certified itself as exempt at a
meeting of the authoriiy after 31 N/arch 2026 and a completed Certitlcate of Exemption is submitted no
later than 30 June 2026 notifying the external auditor.

N uNErfANt aCL]RTEN-,AY ifii{r*rt c()L.'.il..lc,il'-
certifies that during the financial yea( 2025126. the higher oi the authority's total gross income for
the year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed f25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2025/26 U[rc,Sr €,

C. tqa.ss
There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor to undedake a limited assurance review for which a fee of f210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Cefiificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
. The authority was in existence on 1st April 2022
. ln relation to the preceding financial year (2024125), the external auditor has not:

. issued a pubiic interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it

. made a slatutory recommendation to ihe authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it

. issuedan advisory notice under paragraph 1(1)of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Aci
2014 ("the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notice

. commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) oftheAct

. maCe an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is u nla\^iful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration

, The coud has not declared an item ol account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

lf the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding f25,000, then the Certificate of Exernption can be signed and a copy submitted to the exte!'nal auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliatlon plus the information requlred by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulalicns 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2026.
Signing th rtificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by nsible Financlal Officer Date

Signed by ir

fte5 a]<

Date

l*"1z(tzb

I confirm that this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by
ihis authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

"2-41 /38

'osJ}sl2oz4

it-
c.r"l.,L\. u . u5 o\ LE)b

Generic emaii add of Authorily Telephone number

O 7+ tq c1c1 r b23(.,l-Pi\t<@i 11 \-,lgEHAiviCrr,i<TENAy - iY trV u \i<-
*Published web address

|J \,lNE HAMCIrL:RTeN Fy - PC . a;cv. Lit<
ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your €xternal auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of €40 + VAT.
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2025126

Nuneham Courienay Parish Council

https://n u nehamcourtenay-pc. gov. uk/

During the flnancial year ended 31 l\4arch 2026, thls authority s internal auditor acting lndependently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the releva]rt procedures and
controls in operal on and obtained appropriate evidence from the aLrthority.

The internal audil fot 2025126 has been carried out ;n accordance with th s authority s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are surrmarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongslde are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significani respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financlal year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls ex sted (list any oiher nsk areas on separate sheels if needed).

Date(s) lnternal audil undertaken Name of person who carried out the nternal audit

0510512026 JACK TURNER

Signalure 0f person who
carr ed outthe nternalaudit Date

1710512026

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the flrancial year.

I

B. This authority complied with its frnancial regulations, payme[ts were suppotled by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriaiely accounled for.

I

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

I

D. The precept or rates requjrernent resul!ed from an adequate budgetary process; pr-ogress against
the budget was regularly monltored; alrd reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received based on correct prices. properly recorded and promplly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounled for I

F, Cash payrnents were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved and
VAT appropriately accounted foi.

I

G, Salaries to employees and allowances to meffrbers v,/ere paid in accordance !/ith this authority's
approvals. and PAYE and Nl requ rements were propedy applied.

H. Asset and nvesiments legisters were complete and accurate and properly ma nta ned.

l. Periodic bank account reconciliat ons were properly carried out duri.g the year

J, Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the oorreol accouniing basis (receipts
and payments or rncome and expenditure) agreed to the cash book suppofted by an adequate audit
tr.ailfrom underlying records and where appropriale debtors and creditors were pi'operly recorded.

K. lf the authority cert f ed itself as exempt from a llmited assurance review in 2024125, it met the
exern ption crlter a and correctly declared itself exempl. (lf the aLtthotity had a limiled assu rance
reviev/ of its 2A24/25 AGAR tick "tlat cavered")

"fr,
M. ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise cf

public righls as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulatons (duing the 2025/26 AGAR petiod,
\/,/ere public tights iti relatian ta the 2024-25 AGAR- evidenced by a notice an ihe website and/ar
authority apprcved minules confitrlng the dates set).

N. The authority has complled wrth the publ cation requiremenis foi 2024125 AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Nates).

O. Tire author ty has complieci with laws. regulations & prcper practices relating to d gital and data
compliance.

Not
covered**

lnternal control objective
Yes aNo*

P. (For local couhcils only)
Trust funds (lncluding charitable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee

Yes No Not applcable

Annual Governance and Accountab lity Return 2025126 f orm.3
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,J<,-
'lfthe response is 'no'please slate the implications and action being taken lo address any weakness in control identified (add
separate sheets it needed).

L. The authority publshed the required information cn a websitelwebpage up to date at the time ofthe
internal audit ln accordance with the relevant leglslat on.

r'

lir'
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025126

We acknowledge as the members of:

N LrNE l-tArv\ Cr,r'{fr:N /ty irrYtl}.*ri C(:1 'Na i L-
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparalion of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 t\ilarch 2026, that:

'For any staiementto which lhe response is'no', an explanation must be
published

This Annual Gove[nance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on;

2c,lcv j zo zt

and recorded as minuie reference:

.>t^/ z-z

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chair ,/rk.,.t CU,ULV"

Clerk

NL}N€HAIqCOUATENIAY *PC. . COV- l^(

We have put in piace arrangements for effective flnanclal
management during the year, and fo.lhe preparaiion of
ihe accounting slatements.

prepared its accounting statements in accardance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations-

2. \ /e marntained an adequate system of interna control
includirg m-.asures Ceslgned to prevent and detect fraud
and corruptioh and eviewed its elfectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
lar safeguarding lhe publ;c maney and rcsources in

its chatge.

3. We have assured ourselves lhat there are fo matters
of aclual or potentiai non-ao,npiiance dith laws,
regirla|ons anC Proper Practices that ro!ld have a

significant f nancial efiect or, the abil ty of this
authority to conduct its bUslness or n^anage its
finar]ces.

has only dane tvhat it has the legal powet ta da and has
camplied wirh Prcper Practice\ in daing sa.

5. We carfled oul an assessment of the risks facrng thrs
authorily alld took appropriat-o sleps io manage those
r sks, incl!drng lhe inhoduction of internaL controls and/or
exleana insurance cover \,vhere requ red

considercd and documented the financial and other isks it
faces and dealt with them propedy.

6, lve nraintained thrclrghort the year an adeqirale and
effective system of ntema slrdit of the accounlng
records and cc|tro systems

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, ta give an abjective view on whefher
intemal controls meet lhe needs of this smallet authoitl.

7. We took appropriaie action on all malters raised
in repo(s frorn intemal and externai audit.

responded to fiatters btought to its attention by internal and
extemal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabililies or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring eilher
durihg or after the year-end, trave a financial impacl on
this authoiity and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

disclosed everything it should have ahout its busineis activity
during the year including events taking place after the year

Bg- lFor local councils only) T.,lstfunds including
chartable. in orr capacity as the sole managing trusiee
we discharged our accountabrliiy respollsib lities ior the
fund(sl/assets, rcl!dingfinencialrepcding and if
requrred, ir,dependent examinaiion of aLrdlt.

has met a/, of ifs respo nsibilities where as a body
corpoftte it is a sale managing trustee of a local trust
or lrusfs.

'10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective lT
and data maragement in accordance wth prope.
practices during the year under review-

has made suitable anangements for its lT and data
management and has complied with proper practices in
doing so.

The authority lvebsite is up to date and the iflformatio required by the Transparency Code has been published
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'Yes' mean$ that this aulhority:

4. We provlded proper oppodunlt)," during the year for
the exercise of eleclo.s' rights in 3ccorciance wrlh the
requirernenls cf the Accounls and Audit Regulations-

during the year gave all persons intercsted the appottunityto
inspect and ask questions abaut this authoity's accounfs.

No N/A



Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2O25126 for

N UNE-L*&\ CCIr)R-IEl\Ay FrtRisi\ eorrrlc'l L-

1. Balances brought
forward 24/3nV

Total balances and reserues at the beqinning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year.

6/ I trtl- 7320
Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received-

3. (+) Total other receipts

! 2/ 8+t- 3, tau
Total income ar receipts as recorded in the cashbook iess
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received-

+,)+)
Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude grcss salaries and wages,
employers Nl contribuhons, employerc pension
contributions. g@tuities and severance payments.

4. G) Statf costs

D o
Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authoity's borrowings (if any)

6. t) All other payments
3,-7 r i \2, lt 2

7. (=) Balances carried
forward tz s.56

Total expendilure u payments as reco.ded in the cash-
book /ess slatr costs (line 4) and loan interes capital
repayments (line 5).

Total balances and reserues at the end of the year-
must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

31 March
2025

E

Please round all figures to nearesl f1. Do not leave any
hoxes blank and repoi Eo or Nil balances. All figures
must agree to lndedying financial recods.

Year ending Notes and guidance

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments z3r3q3 17,556

The sum of all currenl and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and shotl term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

2/B gq z 5ci8
The value of allthe propeiy the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fixed assets and long term invesfmenrs as at
31 March.

10. Total borrowings c The outstanding capital balance as at 31 Alarch of all loans
from thid paiies (including PWLB).

For guidance rete. to the Prcctitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33.7r11, Do the ligures in the accounting
statements above exclude any Trust
transactions?

For Local Councils Only

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the
Accounting Statements in this Annual Governance and
Accountability Retum have been prepared on either a
receipts and payments or income and expenditure basis
following the guidance in Governance and Accountability for
Smaller Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper
Practices and present Jaidy the linancial position of this
authority.

Signed by Resp Financial Officer before being
presented to for approval,

flP",-

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

Alobl2azL

as recorded in minute reference:

2-b/ 38

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the
Accounting Statements were approved

Oate
cb/zoz-b ,fr\4 B.qal,LLU
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31 March
2026

E

\,6qb
2. (+) Precept or Rales and

Levies

+,278

5. C) Loan interest/capital
repayments

23,3q3

o

Yes No


