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The next Joint Local Plan – consultation and low carbon housing 

Planning is a key statutory responsibility for the district council and one 
of the main ways we can deliver our priorities on climate change, nature 
and biodiversity, truly affordable housing and provision of new 
infrastructure. 

The Government’s climate change adviser, the Committee on Climate 
Change, has assessed that all new buildings must be “zero carbon” by 
2025 if the UK is to meet its legally binding decarbonisation targets.  

In 2015, as part of “cutting the green crap,” the government scrapped 
the zero-carbon homes standard which was due to come into force the 
following year. As a result, more than a million new homes have been 
built with poor energy efficiency standards and resulting higher bills.  

We managed to ensure South Oxfordshire’s existing Local Plan 2035, 
which passed inspection in 2020, imposes energy efficiency standards 
that are higher than those required by building regulations.  

But in December, the government announced its new Future Homes 
Standard which disappointed many with its lack of ambition. The 
announcement included a condition that any local planning policy on 
energy efficiency that goes beyond current or planned building 
regulations “should be rejected” by planning inspectors unless it is 
supported by “well-reasoned and robustly costed rationale.”  

In our Council’s draft Joint Local Plan 2041 we have some new policy 
proposals which include ambitious zero carbon standards for new 
developments, that go beyond the Future Homes Standard. It will be 
vital that the Council backs up these policies with robust evidence if they 
are to pass inspection. 

The government is suggesting higher standards will limit the number of 
new homes built, but both can be achieved. Having high national 
building standards that align with the climate emergency can provide the 
homes people need and tackle the climate and cost of living crises. After 
all, sustainable homes are cheaper to run and less costly for our planet.  

The consultation on the preferred options for the Joint Local Plan will run 
until 11.59pm on 26th February 2024.   

Please visit www.southandvale.gov.uk/JLP to find out more and have 
your say on these proposals which will have a lasting impact on our 
district. 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Sector-summary-Buildings.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Sector-summary-Buildings.pdf
http://www.southandvale.gov.uk/JLP


New Grant for Infrastructure 

We will soon be launching a new grant scheme called the Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Grant Fund.  

The council collects CIL funding from some developments to fund the 
infrastructure required to support the impact of the developments. 
Through this pilot scheme, we’re helping to fund local organisations to 
deliver infrastructure for their community required as a direct result of 
development. 

Eligibility: 

You can find more information about the Grant Fund and view the full 
eligibility criteria online, a few points to note: 

• The fund is available to town and parish councils and not for profit 
community groups and organisations only. 

• Proposed projects need to have a genuine focus on providing the 
infrastructure needed as a result of development and must be 
delivered in the South Oxfordshire District Council area. 

• Proposed projects must adhere to the CIL spending requirements as 
set out in the regulations – the fund may only be used to support the 
actual delivery of physical infrastructure. It can be new infrastructure 
or improve or expand the reach of existing infrastructure. It is not able 
to cover costs for scoping or pre-planning of projects. 

• We will prioritise projects that support our corporate priorities and 
other key criteria to ensure deliverability, sustainability, inclusivity and 
consideration towards the climate and ecological impacts. 

How to apply: 

Expression of Interests (EoI) will be open from week commencing 19th 
February 2024. The EoI stage will be open for six weeks and you can 
view the guidance materials now to help prepare. 

Following the EoI process, applicants whose projects meet the funding 
requirements will be invited to submit a full application.  

If you have any questions, please send them to 
infrastructureobligations@southandvale.gov.uk. 

Spring Clean 

We are once again supporting the Keep Britain Tidy ‘Great British 
Spring Clean’ with litter pickers, high-viz jackets and bags available for 
loan to community litter picking groups and individuals, from Friday 15th 
March to Sunday 31st March. 

https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/community-support/grants/community-infrastructure-levy-cil-grant-fund-further-information/
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/community-support/grants/community-infrastructure-levy-cil-grant-fund-further-information/
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/community-support/grants/community-infrastructure-levy-cil-grant-fund-further-information/
mailto:infrastructureobligations@southandvale.gov.uk
https://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=6d85f6a517&e=bde07cf931
https://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=6d85f6a517&e=bde07cf931


Equipment is limited and it’s first-come-first-served, so bookings should 
be made as soon as possible by completing and returning the booking 
form and declaration document available on South’s litter picking 
webpage. We must receive completed forms at least two weeks before 
a litter pick takes place. 

‘Greening’ your business 

We’re urging local businesses and organisations to take part in a survey 
to find how best to help them find new markets, make potential cost 
savings as well as becoming more environmentally-friendly. 

If you can, please help us spread the word. The survey, created in 
partnership between the councils and Oxford Brookes Business School, 
takes just 15 minutes to complete. Businesses, local groups, 
charities, town and parish councils, public sector, social 
enterprises and other organisations in South Oxfordshire are 
invited to have their say here. 

Contact me here for any District council issue: 
sam.casey-rerhaye@southoxon.gov.uk. 
Or call me & leave a message: 
01235 635566 

https://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=53e635f9dd&e=bde07cf931
https://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=53e635f9dd&e=bde07cf931
https://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=c1bb59b39e&e=bde07cf931
mailto:sam.casey-rerhaye@southoxon.gov.uk
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